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ises the greatest fulfillment of peace among men that 
a governed people can promote through the means of 
force. The advancement of liberty, democracy and jus- 
tice causes governed nations to consider more closely 
the laws of humanity. The extension of these principles 
to the family of nations will hasten the day when the 
governed nations will demand the benefits of a governed 
world. No sane person expects to reorganize the world 
in a day, so the winning of the present war will not 
produce a completely governed world, but it will create 
a mighty stimulus toward it. Therein lies the oppor- 
tunity of the American Peace Society ! Have its mem- 
bers the courage, the fortitude, the sincerity of pur- 
pose and the patriotism for a God-given cause to sus- 
tain a seeming inconsistency of supporting and oppos- 
ing the same thing at the same time, in order to gain 
its ultimate objective? The strong, the fearless, the 
intelligent men and women who have a vision for the 
ultimate success of a great and noble cause will assume 
this responsibility and carry forward this ancient yet 
modern proposal for the relief of mankind. 

Throughout this great war their sincerity will be 
tested by the consistency of their actions with the things 
they profess and teach. If they are not found wanting, 
there will open up for them tremendous possibilities 
for successful operation, and they will have played no 
small part in hastening the realization of a governed 
world, and with it the relation of peace between nations 
which promises the fulfillment of the principles of the 
brotherhood of man. 



CURRENT FORERUNNERS OF A LEAGUE 
OF NATIONS 

Notes of the English League of Nations Society, of which 
Viscount Bryce is President, as Forwarded to the Boston 
Christian Science Monitor. 

IF the world is to be made "safe for democracy," it 
can only be done by frankly facing the question of the 
relation of the democracies to militarism, of the substi- 
tution of the arbitrament of reason for that of war, and 
ultimately of abolition of competition in armaments — in 
other words, of all the problems involved in the estab- 
lishment of a league of nations. It is this fact which 
gives interest to men of all parties in the schemes now 
being put forward by the Socialist parties, among others, 
in different countries. 

"Within the last three months the project of a league 
of nations has come strikingly to the front in French 
Socialist politics, stimulated largely by the adoption by 
the special committee of the French Socialist Party of 
the proposals in the Stockholm manifesto. In this man- 
ifesto the league of nations is regarded as the only per- 
manent guarantee of peace ; it maintains that the partic- 
ular problems of the settlement must be dealt with in ac- 
cordance with the ideas of public right which the league 
will uphold. The league itself must be such an integral 
part of settlement that its formation cannot' possibly be 
left until after the war. 

The French Socialists, when formulating the terms 
upon which they were prepared to enter the projected 
Eibot and actual Painleve governments, urged that it 
would be well for the allied governments to establish 



between themselves, without delay, a system of arbitra- 
tion, with published treaties, which would permanently 
ensure the equitable settlement of disputes between them. 
The French Socialists have also demanded that the 
league shall be based "upon the faith" of all the peoples 
involved, and have formulated certain practical pro- 
posals for the establishment of this condition. They 
propose that the admittance of any nation into the league 
shall be conditioned by the sanction of the national par- 
liaments. 

On September 19, M. Lemery, in an address to the 
French Government, declared that the question of the 
establishment of the league of nations was no longer 
merely an academic one. The league was already in ex- 
istence, but it should be provided with machinery; the 
legal and political principles and the economic constitu- 
tion of the league should be defined. To this M. Pain- 
leve answered, that the government was convinced that 
it would be able to carry through the project of forming 
a league of nations ; but he added that the solution did 
not rest with them alone. The formation of the league 
depended largely on England's willingness to co-operate. 

The idea of the league has been widely discussed in 
the French press, notably in an article in L'Oeuvre, 
which insists that universal peace can only be led up to 
and brought into being and guaranteed by the league of 
nations. The Petit Parisien has lately published a 
striking article by M. Jules Destree, Belgian Ambassador 
in Petrograd, urging the immediate establishment of the 
league. He contends that each nation's war program 
will extend mathematically, or contract, according to 
the chances of the league becoming bad or good. 

The organizing committee of the Stockholm Confer- 
ence in the manifesto just issued, outlining the general 
conditions of peace, states that in order to give peace a 
durable character, the contracting parties are to declare 
themselves ready to create a society of nations on a basis 
of compulsory arbitration and general disarmament. 
The Nationalist Congress of the Socialist Party at Bor- 
deaux has passed a resolution declaring that although 
the French Government has made satisfactory declara- 
tion on war aims, and the Chamber of Deputies has 
proclaimed at public sessions its intention to prepare the 
society of nations and reject all tendency towards con- 
quest and annexation, all the Allies have not done the 
same thing to the same extent. The resolution declares 
it is therefore necessary that the Government of France, 
profiting by the initiative of the Eussian Eevolution, 
shall obtain from the Allies a common declaration that 
will make international rights the sole basis of the na- 
tional claims of each of them. 

In the draft of the new constitution drawn up by the 
Labor Party in this country, the objects of the party 
under the international heading are defined as follows : 
"To co-operate with the labor organizations in other 
countries, and to assist in organizing a federation of na- 
tions for the maintenance of freedom and peace, and for 
the establishment of suitable machinery for the adjust- 
ment and settlement of international disputes by concil- 
iation or judicial arbitration, and for such international 
legislation as mav be practicable." 

In 1916 a small group of men in France undertook to 
study the principal subjects involved, and to promote the 
organization of a society of nations endowed with the 
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necessary organs for dealing with international disputes, 
establishing the necessary procedure, formulating na- 
tional rights, and ensuring the observation of laws and 
conventions. The activities of the group culminated 
in 1917 in the formation of a league for a society of 
nations based on an international constitution. The 
well-known French Deputy, M. Hennessy, has taken a 
leading part throughout, and the organization of the 
French society is in some respects on a wider basis than 
the corresponding League of Nations Society in this 
country, as it admits not only individual members, but 
delegates from the various parties, groups, and associa- 
tions in France, provided they are agreed on the ideas for 
which the society stands. It does not concern itself with 
the origin of the war, but with the question of the pre- 
vention of war in the future. 

The program of the French society is fully set out in the 
recently published numbers of its organ. "The central 
idea which, a short time ago, was regarded as Utopian, is 
becoming the great preoccupation of the day. The de- 
sire of the French society is to study the problems and 
to bring to their solution practical answers. The hour 
has come to spread widely those conclusions which have 
already been arrived at, and to defend -them with the 
obstinacy which a good conscience confers, against all 
the retrograde minds which oppose progress. To this 
end we appeal to all men of good will, without distinc- 
tion of party, religious, or philosophic opinion." 

In its message to the delegates of the Russian Soviet, 
the French league proposed that the latter should ap- 
point a commission to study the questions which must 
be faced if war is to be avoided in the future, and ad- 
vised that consultation should take place with groups of 
persons of allied and neutral countries interested in the 
same questions, in order that ideas might be harmonized 
and co-ordinated. It urged on the interallied parlia- 
mentary meeting, which took place in May, the consider- 
ation of the constitution of a society of nations, or at 
least that the study of these questions should be pro- 
posed to the respective. parliaments of the nations con- 
cerned. 



THE HIGH DUTY OF NEUTRALS 

Fridtjof Nansen, in an interview appearing in the 
American Scandinavian Review, has declared his inter- 
pretation of the duty of neutrals : "It is the task of the 
neutrals to keep unbroken the chain of human develop- 
ment." Elaborating this conception of his country's 
high usefulness despite its somewhat anomalous position 
as one of the chief victims of the Central Powers, he 
continues : 

Something new will rise out of this war. A new sense of 
human brotherhood will be born of its hatreds. Alreadv 
there is a growing body of internationalists in every country, 
and they are not so small a minority as might appear on the 
surface. But they must not fall into the mistake of trying 
to wipe out all national peculiarities and substituting a new 
international culture. Even if it could be done, such a cul- 
ture would be barren. We still need patriotism, not to breed 
enmities as in the past, but to stimulate each nation to its 
highest possibilities. Each has something special to give, 
and I, for one, mourn when I see a nation disappear from 
the face of the earth. 

All culture is first national, and grows and expands as 
various races meet and fructify one another. . . . 



BRIEF PEACE NOTES 

When President Wilson says, as he has, that the 
Germans must throw off their present masters be- 
fore any notion of their participation in a, Society of 
Nations can be entertained by the Allies, he is making 
no original statement, says Dr. Alfred H. Fried, but, in- 
stead of raising a new point, is merely climbing onto the 
platform constructed several years ago by Dr. Fried, 
Nobel Prize Man, German pacifist leader who kept out 
of jail by crossing into Switzerland, and editor of Die 
Friedens Warte. This he points out in the course of a 
scornful discussion of the German plaint that President 
Wilson is "interfering" in German internal affairs. He 
writes : 

The representatives of the democratic spirit in Germany do 
not possess the necessary backbone, else they would not have 
been so thoroughly embarrassed by President Wilson's demand 
for the democratization of Germany just because the reac- 
tionaries declaimed, all in one voice : "Ah, you want just ex- 
actly what our enemies want !" In view of the fact that Ger- 
many has twenty-five enemies, it is difficult to wish for any- 
thing for Germany which an enemy does not want. These 
shouters for "triumph" should have been answered by being 
made ridiculous. Are we not to work for that which is good ' 
simply because it is the desire of an enemy, who wants it 
because it benefits him also? Are we therefore to keep au- 
tocracy and militarism simply because a democratic Ger- 
many gave other nations advantages which, seen in the 
right light, would also be beneficial to us? Are we to trans- 
late into practical use the old anecdote: "It will serve my 
father right if my hands freeze off. Why doesn't he buy me 
some mittens?" And why did German democrats fear the 
windy arguments of their opponents to such an extent that 
they forget their own ancient demands in view of the de- 
sires of Wilson? 

If some one had suggested to me that I stood entirely on 
Wilson's platform, I would reply: "You are mistaken, my 
friend; Wilson is standing entirely on my own. I made 
these same demands at the time when the President of the 
United States was still a figure in the twilight of history. I 
am pleased today to have such a mighty colleague in this 
effort. So might the German democrats speak who since 
1848 have demanded what the world asks today for the gen- 
eral good of humankind, including Germany. 

Away with such false shame and away with "democrats" 
like Dr. Julius Lessner (Privy Councillor), who thinks that 
lie must make such concessions to the blood-besotted pack of 
reactionaries that he speaks of Wilson as a friend "from 
whom may God protect us," and who tries to make his highly 
important note to the Pope ridiculous as a salving tract. 

. . . Our State Department has been virtually accused 
of "giving aid and comfort to the enemy" by its inability 
to define its policies so that they may be readily and 
clearly understood by the German people. This point 
was lately made by Norman Angell in an address before 
the League for Democratic Control in Boston. He said : 

At the present time the enemy governments are trying to 
persuade their peoples that defeat for Germany must mean 
the destruction of German nationality and the economic 
opportunity of her future children. Against such a fate any 
people good, bad, or indifferent, savage or civilized, will fight 
to the end. This effort of the enemy governments to stiffen 
the resistance of their people, we are directly aiding by our 
refusal to state clearly what we mean by the destruction of 
German militarism. Does that mean that Germany is to 
have no means of defense in the future? That she is to be 
manifestly inferior in power and that we are to have no 
responsibility for her protection? Then, whatever the re- 
sponsibility for the beginning of the war, the Germans are 
fighting for the right to defend themselves. 

Such a situation undoes the work of the blockade. We 
hope by pressure upon the civil population to produce readi- 



